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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 November 18-22:  

Spirit Week 

 November 18-22:  

Turkey Drive 

 November 19:  Il 

Vicino Night (East 

Douglas) 

 November 21:  

NAL at Robinson 

 November 22:  

Turkey Drive Deliv-

ery 

 November 26:  

East IB Presentation 

 November 27-29:  

NO SCHOOL 

 December 2:  

Dairy Queen Night 

 December 4:  NW 

Early College 

Presentation 

 December 5:  

NAL Game at Gor-

don Parks 

 December 10:  

Foundation and 

PTSO Meeting 

 December 12:  

Kona Ice at Lunch 

Do you have a picture of you 

volunteering?  Please send it to 

Denise Van Horn to include in our 

PIB Presentations and Newsletters.   

 

Next week Student Council is hosting 

a Spirit Week next week to support 

the turkey drive.  On Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

students need $1 to participate.  On 

Wednesday students need to bring a 

non-perishable food item.  Themes:  

 Monday - Pajama Day -$1 

 Tuesday - Decade Day -$1 

 Wednesday - Crazy Hair Day -Non-

Perishable Food Item 

 Thursday - Meme Day -$1 

 Friday - Purple & Gold Day -$1 

 
Robinson Middle School will be 

collecting frozen turkeys November 

18-22.  As part of the B-98 and United 

Methodist Open Door Annual Turkey 

Drive.  There will be will be a friendly 

competition between grade levels, but 

no community service.  In this season 

of giving thanks, 

please consider 

helping make 

someone else’s 

Thanksgiving a happy 

one! 

 

VOLUNTEER Opportunity:  Botanica is 

looking for volunteers to help us 

prepare for our largest annual 

fundraiser, Illuminations. We have a 

variety of projects ready for groups of 

all sizes and individuals.  They are 

looking for volunteers for setup as 

early as mid-October as well as 

volunteers during the event from 

Black Friday to January 4th (closed 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day).  

Send Kristi Conkle an email 

at kconkle@botanica.org or 316-

264-0448, ext.103 to schedule a 

time to volunteer. 
  
Pre-IB Applications for the 2020-

2021 school  year will be available 

on October 22 on our website!  If 

you are currently in the program 

and in good standing, you do not 

need to apply again.  

 

ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday is 

not just for students who have a D 

or F.  ANY PIB student can to come 

in at lunch and/or recess on 

Monday and Tuesday for additional 

worktime for any class in Room 

217.  Students can get a pass from 

any teacher and MUST have their 

ID.  Computers are available for 

students to use during this time. 

 

Friday, December 6, students 

need to have community 

service hours turned in!   
6th:  10 hours; 7th:  10 hours, and 

8th:  12.5 hours.  If the hours are 

not completed CHARGE grades will 

be lowered a letter grade.  

   
Please make sure you are checking 

Parent/Student Vue for the most 

up to date grades.  Please contact 

us if you have any questions or 

mailto:kconkle@botanica.org
tel:316-264-0448;103
tel:316-264-0448;103
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Volunteers Needed 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Have a picture of you volunteering? 

Send it to Denise Van Horn to include in our PIB Presentations 
and Newsletters. 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

Classes will be wrapping up the Expressions topic this 

week.  We will Review on Wednesday and spend some 

time on Mathia.  The test is scheduled for Thursday, 

November 21.  To support your child, please make 

sure that they have completed all the assignments on 

the green sheet.  On Friday, we will review the test re-

sults and further explain any missed concepts.  Mon-

day and Tuesday of following week we will not start the 

new unit, but we will instead use our learned concepts 

in escape rooms and other fun activities. 

This week is scaled distance between planets as well as 

gravity.  I hope to be checking pages 26-27 in the spirals.  I 

will use all the donated Oreos next week on the Monday of 

the short week to wrap up our Moon Observation bell work 

with a phase demo. Tuesday’s plan is a unit review/

culminating activity.  We will test over the unit after the 

break.  I am sending home the Opt In form for Human 

Growth and Development this week to be returned by Tues-

day, December 4th by all parents.  Please email questions.  I 

can send the unit over email if you want to see specifically 

what is planned. 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

We will begin our new Technology unit next week. 

We will be reading to discover whether technology 

is good or bad for humans. We will begin with our 

anchor text talking about birds in space stations. 

Our literature skills will focus on theme and au-

thor’s purpose. Our grammar skills will be learning 

about appositives and their proper usage. 

Next week will focus on the geography, the Zhou 

Dynasty and philosophies of ancient China. 

Students are doing a very good job annotating text for 

a variety of literary elements – foreshadowing, word 

choice, author’s point of view, and for a variety of text 

connections. We hope to finish Rascal before Thanks-

giving and then begin our novel study of Charles Dick-

ens’ A Christmas Carol as soon as we return from 

break. Next week we will work on Wordly Wise Lesson 

9. The nine-book deadline for the 25 Books Campaign 

party is on November 19th  

On Monday of next week students will take a quiz 

that will require them to know how to correctly 

spell all of the vocabulary words from Chapter 1A 

in their textbooks. A great tool for preparing for 

this quiz is the quizlet.com website. In the site's 

search box, please type "tktflores" and look for 

my link to Chapter 1A. 

Students will take a vocabulary production quiz on 

Tuesday that will be TOUGH because it is essen-

tially a spelling quiz. Students should practice on 

the links posted on Google Classroom or using 

more traditional methods before the quiz. The 

week will end with fun activities that focus on 

grammar proficiency.  

Students learn that an equation is a mathematical 

sentence created by equating two expressions. They 

create equations from a list of expressions and deter-

mine the solutions to their equations using substitu-

tion from a given set of possible solutions. They learn 

that equations may have one solution, no solution, or 

multiple solutions. Students are introduced to algebra-

ic inequalities. They analyze graphs and solution sets 

of algebraic inequalities. Math Practice: Logic & Rea-

soning 



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

We will be start working on Module 5 Topic 1:  Triangles and Angles.  This will be another quick unit.  We 

will hopefully finish it before Thanksgiving break.  Reminder that 50% of Mathia is due by Monday, De-

cember 16.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday and Thursday at lunch in my class-

room.   

Wrapping up research and preliminary writing this 

week. Most of the work will now move to home-

work. Chat with your student about their topic 

and thesis. 

The seventh graders will continue working on 

their Personal Project research this coming 

week.  The students are selecting some exciting 

topics, so please talk to your student about their 

topic and research! 

7th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will continue with Angles 

and Triangles next week, with one day set aside for Mathia.  We 

only have a few weeks before 50% of Mathia is due, so some 

work at home may be necessary!  Students can also attend ZAP 

on Tuesday and Thursday if they’d like to work on Mathia at 

school. 

7th Grade Algebra:  Math students will continue with Systems of 

Inequalities next week, with one day set aside for Mathia.  We 

only have a few weeks before 50% of Mathia is due, so some 

work at home may be necessary!  Students can also attend ZAP 

on Tuesday and Thursday if they’d like to work on Mathia at 

school. 

We will finish Latin America this week with a con-

cepts test on Friday.  The study guide will be post-

ed to Google classroom on Monday. 
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Seventh Grade PIB 

On Monday and Tuesday of next week, students 

will work on a project in small groups that will 

demonstrate their comprehension of the novel we 

just finished reading. Groups will present their pro-

jects on Wednesday and Thursday and there will 

be a test over the novel on Friday. 

Seventh-grade scientists will be studying earth’s 

history. They will be taking a quiz Monday or Tues-

day. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Students will take the test over Chapter 5A on 

Thursday and Friday of next week. The listening 

and reading sections are on Thursday and the 

writing section is on Friday.  

Eighth-graders will be studying energy for the rest 

of the semester. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Taylor—Math Van Horn—Math 

Next week, the eighth graders will continue read-

ing and analyzing To Kill a Mockingbird.  We’ll fo-

cus on how the social structure functions in the 

novel and how it affects the characters.  

Math students will continue with Systems of Ine-

qualities next week, with one day set aside for 

Mathia.  We only have a few weeks before 50% of 

Mathia is due, so some work at home may be 

necessary!  Students can also attend ZAP on 

Tuesday and Thursday if they’d like to work on 

Mathia at school. 

Beginning Fahrenheit 451. Students will be doing 

some background research on the 1950s to pre-

pare for this novel. Please make sure your student 

has a copy of the book by WEDNESDAY. They need 

the Simon/Schuster edition. Watermark has cop-

ies available for $12.89 with student discount.  

We have a test on the Constitution on Mon-

day.  The kids have notes and assignments to use 

as guides for their prep.  We will spend the mid-

dle of the week on the Bill of Rights, then divide 

into “We the People” teams on Friday, and begin 

our preparation for our upcoming Senate Hear-

ings on December 13th.   

Students will demonstrate understanding of the 

standards in Using Congruence Theorems if they 

can: • Prove the Hypotenuse-Leg Congruence 

Theorem. • Use triangle congruence theorems to 

justify the Leg-Leg and Leg-Angle Congruence The-

orems. • etc., etc., etc…….. Math Practice: Logic & 

Reasoning 

We will be start working on Module 2 Topic 3 on 

Tuesday, after taking their first test over systems 

of equations on Monday.  Reminder that 50% of 

Mathia is due by Monday, December 16.  If you 

need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday 

and Thursday at lunch in my classroom.   
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




